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EDITORS’ NOTE: Readers are welcome to send communications dealing with matters discussed in Problems of 
Communism. Comments should be addressed to the Editors, Problems of Communism, U.S. Information Agency, 


1776 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W., Washington 25, D.C. 


AN AUTHOR'S COMPLAINT 


To THE Epirors: I would like to straighten out a mis- 
conception which follows from Mr. Ebon’s review of my 
book and Conrad Kellen’s book on the same subject, 
“The Rise of Khrushchev” (Problems of Communism, 
September-October (1961). 

Mr. Ebon informed the readers that “Kellen’s book 
was submitted to Pistrak for checking before publication.” 
This statement leaves the readers with the impression 
that I was checking the accuracy or the interpretation of 
events in Mr. Kellen’s book. This is not so. A version 
(and not the final one) of Kellen’s manuscript was shown 
to me because it contained a large number of simi- 
larities if compared with my manscript. The truth is 
that Mr. Kellen was hired by the publisher to edit the 
first version of my book and, despite this fact, he de- 
cided to write a “journalistic” book about Khrushchev 
on his own based on the material made known to him 
as an editor. What I checked was not the substance 
of the book but these similarities, which were partly 
deleted from the last version of Kellen’s manuscript. I 
must refrain from passing judgment on that book, but 
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I must state that for understandable reasons I rejected the 

offer that my name be mentioned in the foreword of 

Kellen’s book. 
LAZAR PISTRAK 

Washington, D. C. 


COMMENT FROM NORWAY 


TO THE EpitTors: I should like to inform you that, aftet 
having read Problems of Communism avidly for some 
years, it is my opinion that the magazine maintains a 
standard of excellence and erudition that would have 
been imposing in any political field, but is especially so 
in a field where propaganda on the lowest level is so 
frequent and rampant—and perhaps so tempting. 

For my needs—as an editorial writer—Problems of 
Communism offers an invaluable source of information 
and analysis of a scope and quality far beyond othet 
periodical literature on the same subject of which I know. 


OLE GHERLOW 
Editorial writer, Morgenavisen 


Bergen, Norway 
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ERRATUM 


Page 1, line 3: In the lead article of this issue, 
Walter Ulbricht's press conference should have been 


dated June 16, 1961. 
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